Tom Decorte and Jane Fountain (Eds.)

Pleasure, Pain and Profit.
European Perspectives on Drugs

(0 Pagst

2010, 152 pages - Price: € 20.—-
ISBN  978-3-89967-654-9

' PABST SCIENCE PUBLISHERS

¥ Eichengrund 28

D-49525 Lengerich - Germany
Phone: +49 (0)5484 308

Fax: +49 (0)5484 550
pabst@pabst-publishers.de
www.pabst-publishers.de

Prof. Tom Decorte,
Institute for Social Drug Research (ISD),
Ghent University, Ghent, Belgium

Prof. Jane Fountain, International
School for Communities, Rights and
Inclusion, University of Central
Lancashire, Preston, United Kingdom

Dedicated to: Patrick McCrystal,
Institute of Child Care Research, School
of Sociology Social Policy and Social
Work, Queens University, Belfast,
Northern Ireland

Order form
Fax: +49 (0)5484 550

PABST SCIENCE PUBLISHERS

Eichengrund 28
D-49525 Lengerich
Germany

Tom Decorte and Jane Fountain (Eds.)

Pleasure, Pain and Profit.
European Perspectives on Drugs

To better understand the frequent
failures to achieve the drug policy
goals of supply and demand reduc-
tion, we need more clarity about
the motives and mechanisms of
drug use and drug dealing. Much
of the emphasis in social and politi-
cal discourse, and in research pub-
lications, is on the pains that drug
users may experience in the form
of physical and mental health prob-
lems, social exclusion and margin-
alisation.

This book, which concentrates on
Europe, does not overlook these is-
sues, but the contributors also try
to understand the pleasures that
drug users are seeking from drugs,
such as the positive psychoactive
effects they feel, the positive mean-
ings they attach to drugs and the
interventions made to improve their
quality of life. The profits that ac-
crue from the drugs trade (dealing
and production) are also examined
— not only the economic profits, but
also the more intangible or social
rewards obtained from these activi-
ties.
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